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U.5.5, PHILADELPUIA

“e celebrate today on 17 levember 1514 the birthday
aof our ship — tiie azaniversary of her launching ei-ht years
ago here in the Philadelphia Favy Tard.

Ll

Cur Chaplain has recorded in the following pages, hor

progress through these yeéars. Ib has bean a highly succossiul
progress; 259,445 milcs of eruising bhat have reschod from
ddvay in the Tlest, to lalta in the Zast. It has includod an
txpenditure of sesc fourteen thousand rounds of six inech
ammunition, over nine thousand of them fired 2t the cocry.

dat, neither eruising nor shoobinz would have come aboub ex=
ccpt for thoe five thousand officers and sen vho havs served

in the ship, have smarmed her, and given her lifc and chorscteor,
It is in that bond of her life and cheracter mede from hard
wori, Lroubls, somc pain, somc plar, and not a little achinve=

meat, that we reloiecs tomsther today.
¥ s = 1

Fortuitously this jear's annivorsary coincides with our
return homo from ga eventlul vsar's acltion in thes distant iodit-
arrcncan., Ib becoacs, therofore, for us, a doublr hanoy occasion.

Por the many anniversaries bto coie, we wish our gallant

ship and all who serve in her the sanc good fortune that has
attanded us.
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.Tha ?-*crﬁing Orders for this day, 26 Octeober 1944, infors
all hands that the lnn; trick in the l2diterranean comes te a close
boday. They bell usJ hﬁab at 1630, Chief Boatswein Larsen will have
his Special Sea Detail fuwﬁ‘ to east off ell lines for lome sweat
home., If your imngination is very vivid, you might Le nble tc sece
the ship, herself, at 1700, strainins to port the lines, to get
pest the subrarine net and cut to the apen sea; for itfs MHoue,
Boys, Home" in a very Bpﬁﬂiﬂ way to all of us, as bhie U;S5.5, PHILA=
DELPHIA pushes her way beck to the place whers she was spawned, al-
most eight years argo to bhe day to the Philadelphia Navy Yard,

Seldom has any ship enjoyod thoe good luck to unite in one
happy chain of eoclncidences the bright rood forbune that we will
eijoy on thls homeward voyage. First, our course is Tiest, Jecend,
in a few days we will cclelirate our ship's birthdey. Third, with
any sort of luck, wc will celebrate cur ship's birthday in the
placc where she s built: and if you scarch the history of the
ship, you will find that she now returns to the United States after
one of the longest separations from her home shores., Mo wonder
that she will strain to get free, for she has an appointment with
destiny at the Yard where she eame into being., e have o date with
o hirtlir’.zwl

To a very few of us the pnges which follow will not be
necessary. Those very few are the twelve plaonk-owners who hoave
been with the ship from the first. They can narrate her histery

vith the ease of man who have been & part of thet history, Ask
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Chief Quartermaster Gravel, for instancc, where the ship went,
wnat she did thosc first fow months of infancy, and he'll say scre-
thing like this:

"I can recall pretty well when Captain Jules James, our
first Skipper, took the PHILADELFHIA on the "River Run" on 19
October 193Y. The river was the Delawars, and we wore heading
for the Atlantic to undergo some prelirminary trials at scs, Yes,
we were then scnt on a ghakedown eruise to the TVest Indies, and
I remenmber Prosident Patista of Cuba coming aboard for a visit to
see the ship., In those days we werc the very latest model in
cruisers, and I suess even the "Strong Man" of Cuba had = yen to
sge wnat we loolced like, Commander Davis was our Bxecutive Of-
ficer, and had us locking our best in glenming whitcs and gold
that glittered.®

That, Shipmntes, is an exanple of how a favored few kaow
the PHILADFLPITA; where it went, what it did, and 211 the ineidents
which go to make up the life history of a ship, For the many non-
plank owners we have o record of the ship's activities, compiled,
for the most part, with the aid of one man's tenacious memory -—-
the above mentioned Chief Cravel.

How, if you ask Chief Comnissary Stoward Tisdale to con-
tinue on from the 1937 West Indies Cruise, he'd tell you that the
ship rcturned to Philadelphia for a cheek-up before holding final
trial runs off Rockland, laine, in March of 132,

Chief Bitcon ("Swede", to you), would easily take it up
from there. He was arownwi when the big event happencd, Let him
tell iti—-



"Yes, sir, we went down to Charleston Navy Yard - iust
have boen about the end of April, '38, ~nd then the bip houor coms
to the PHILADTLPHIA. Prosident Hoosevelt eame aboard for a 'Presi-
dentirl Cruise', I remomber us mapninz the rail = all at attention
and "bugz~eycd!. It wos a great day for tie PHILLY when W hotded
for the West Indies with the President sboard, iHe brought aleng 2
lot of fine fishing tackle - had a speeial barge, eoxswain, und all,
But the first fish he ;uﬂkud neasured [rom head-to-tail abeut six
inchgs. Ho scuicd to snjoy the Joke more than anrone olse = excert
the poor fish, of coursc. Anyway, he laughed tiie loudest, and we .
sort of realized ho wos onc of ug.

Down arcund the Deminican Republiec we touched coral bot-
tom, and put a slight hole in our Sound Ruom, whiclh was then directly
bolow the nnchor windlass room. It wasn't serious encugh to intur=
rupt the trip, which took us through all the old time pirate hounts
of the Spanish lain., We teolk the President back to Charleston snd
went on ourselves to Fhilrdelphis to have the hols patched up.”

dr, Meiullen, who is still interceted in Guanery, will toll
you of that swwaer of '33 with the ship firing test shots in Lonr Ta-
land Sound. He took part in that cxercise - the first firing sinee
the uﬁ;misﬁianing ol the ship, He never rezlized then that the mnin
battery, one day, not too far distant, would be firing close to a
thousand rounds in # single day in the Sieilian fracas,

"ML that fall of '38, we spent in Chesapeske Bay, where
Short Range Battle Practice was held., With its firing tests con-

plcted, the ship loft cn a "Cood Will Tour” of thu West Tndics,
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returning to Philadelphia for the holidays - mighty fine traditisn
we're doing our best to maintain this year of 1944."

Your Chief Boatswain's Mate, Mike Ferille, will tell you
how glad he was to leave Philadelphia that ecold January L, 1939, and
head for the warm waters of tie Caribboan.

Wie joined up with the Fleet off the Cansl Zone ahout the
end of January, and had our first tactical exercises, which lasted
all of February. Did'ja know we had our first taste of shore bom-
bardment in February of 1397 IFf we only had a crystzl ball around
in thosc days to prophesy how muech shore bombardment we'd do up,
down, and around the Mediterrancan., It was around this timc that
we gave oursclves the name "Cuantanamo Ferry" - that scemed to be
our beat. But thosc days, too, were heading bto an end.vV

Mr. Yard will comc up from the Log Room anytime and tell
You how lucky the ship wes that Spring of 139,

"It seems that most of the Fleect in the Atlantlc was scnt
to the Pacific -- you ean guess why. Bubt we were lucky cnough to get
orders to take the ghip to New York. That's never hard to take, so
we anchored in the Hudson River, enjoyed the World's Fair out in
Flushing Meadows, and wondercd if & conbatint ship woald ever
sec action, what with a "lorld!'s Feir dodicated to Pease and Pro-
gress, ﬂ.n;-nf:z:l.j-', after three wecks in the Hudson, we pgot undorimay
for Boston, and a 1ittle later, we departed for Hampton Roads.
There a new Exccutive Officer took over, the then Somrandor Zir-
oli, who now is Commodore Ziroli. (You probobly récall that he

was aboard not so leng ago on a trip from Palermo to Naples,)
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We didn't know it at the time, but ve werc on our
war to the Pacific, and in a short while we wers making our
first transit throngh the 'big diteh! - tha Lirst day of June,
1939, o touchod ono port aftar snother u;rl the Yesh Coast -
E-.a-n Fadro, Linntnr':y., San Francisco (in tims for our second
World's Fair), anl on to Portland for Floest ifeck, and then
dowr. to Marc Island for & thrse month Yard poried with tioe
out for J.anru., liberty, and rocraation,!

Chiuf Haber Tender Bates romcmbors tho bime when the
nmf:- skipnery Captain Vance D, Chapline, was piped aboard to
succecd Captain Jules James, "The date was O Novembor snd tl'ig
ship impediately got underway for the Short Rangn Battle Prace
tice and other practiccs in tho San Clsmento arcas The holi-
days werc spent at Szn Podro,

Then on to Hawaii te engage in bthe Flect Prablum_;
back to the iest Coast (Bremerton te be exact), and back again
to Pearl Herbor, The ship held the usual hersuplar the day
wo crossed the Equabtor on July 24th, e returnsd to Sun Pedro
and later bo Mare Island in the late Fall, Clristmas and Now
Year weroc spent in Hewail - no White 'Uh!'iér_b!rﬂF thia yasr,

fle mede a trip to historic hidwey in Fobruary of ‘E;D;
and then while earoute to the Yest Coast, we had a sudden
chanpe of orders to proceeg to Panama and the Eaat Coaath,

' Chief Gunnorfe Mate Horne will tell you of the ine
crcased bensity, dating from Junc 1940, "We kaew that more
anir;ua days wore ahead from many warlike indicaticns and
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preparations, For instance, wo first went inte condition watches
about this time, with down and dusk General Quarters at freguent
intervals, e travelled up to Boston with the ship darkened
and when we arrived therc we had estoblished a2 rocerd of bhirty-
two days without a singlo liberty, (This record, ineidentally,
was broken at St, Tropez this past summer),

Captain Moore took command in Scptambor, 1941 snd Com-
mander Soith bocarme our new IExccubive Officer (a finc officcr »
who later wont dowm with his torpedoed ship, the JCSEPH HEIES
of f Casablanca in the opcning days of the Morocean Campalgn).
It?'s = bit difficult to bLraeco our course fiom fow an.. bk
suppose you just szy tho ship was doing Foubrality Patrol from
Halifax, south to Berumdz, nnd east to the Azorcs, %e hed a
gtroke of tough luck whon the ship ran aground at Casco Bap,
putting us in Josten Mavyr Tard the fateful Sunday, 7 Deccmber 19410

Mooru, Boatswein's latu First Class, still shivers at the
recollection of thoss convoys in the disasal winter of 1941-1942,
"Inegine spending the holidays in Argentia, Newfoundland, with the
mercury frozen, to say nothing of your nosc and totay And Casco
Bay, sheathing us from stem to stearn in a couple of inchees ~ fcct
gliost = of ice and snow, 'fe Were a beautifu)l sight returning to
Brooklyn - the kind eoi winter picture the newsrecls and roteogravure
lile to ge£. Then back we went bto Iceland, with subrarines having
a field day up and dovn our Atlantic seaboard that winter and
early spring of '42,

By one of those crazy bits of hard luck we wers sent cdown

to Panama just as scon as bthe weather btook a turn for Lhe bebtie
—-&—




It was a specd run all the way from Norfolk to Cristobal, and a
mighty fine chance to thaw out and remove the iccberps inside the
funnels., I'll bot some of that Newfoundland ice is atill arcund
the keel of theo ship."

Hobody ever forgets their maiden voyagn, end your Chap=
lain, least of all. "I'1l nover forget that otormy trip across
the North Atlontic in July, 1942 - the ship anchoring in bho Clyde,
off historic fircenock. Seome of the lads sboard still corrcspond
with the charming Scottish lassies, o made that trip once mors
to Grocnock, but this time our trip was marred by & brazic acei-
dent on our first night Eut ol Halifax - tho gallant destroycr,
U.S.5. INGRAHAM, went to Lhe bottom in porfarmanc: of duty. She
eollided with o tonker, and all but 2 few cen wont down with
their ship. It was a dismal experience - one wo'll not scon
forpet. Soon after arriving at Grecnock, we hold a ship's danece
in the town Liall and werc shown the true meaning of hospitality
by the warm-hvarted Scots. Renambor Twecd Sheddon, too, crooning
at the dance, whilce Lrons showed how a rug could bo eut oven in
Scotland?

any of us will rceall that Captain licore was rolicved by
Captain Paul Fendren betwoen the two trips to oeotland., It was now
that the ship cntercd vpen her rcol cenbnb history. Gone ware thc
days of shepherding lurhering transports and slow merchantmen. o
took the ship te the Cheszposko and started an intensive period of
training, lasting throush October, Y942, ic knuw we were in for

it this time - something bipger than we had ever attumnted beforc.
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And so it was that, training completed, we stripped ship
of everything superfluous, piled them all aboard a bargt alongride,
and set out for war, We weren't alens. When the dawm came of our
Tifth day out, we saw the amphibious force spread out for ndles and
miles; converted earriers, cruisers, battleships, destroyers, sea=
going tups, tankers, transports, specially fitted four-pipers with
silliouckts so low ve joked about the erew petting sub pay. We knew
we were headed for Safi - Captain Hendren had told us the plaee, the
plan and our function in the plan., "We'll never forpet that final day
with the Task Forec splitting up into the thres attaek groups, How
we worried abcut the hoavy swells whieh misht bring disaster te the
landinps! The relisf when the swolls miraculously subsided - the
"T" bone steak dinner - the prayers and hopes as we went into our
first battle experience. Were we frightened? Were jou seared go-
ing into your first trial by fire?

Here's a pape or two from some notes made at thc time and
they may bring hack to some of you old timers the realization
that we tooc wore scarcd amateurs oneo upon a time, If they arc
written in the first perscn, remember this Padre was as concerned
as any of you &8s to whether he could take it aleng with the rest
of you. He's still wondering. Here arc the observations which
begin on the eve of the assault on Safi, Saturday, 7 Noveaber
1942

'General Quarters at 2100. I take my station at the
mike on the MHavigation DBrddee, This night is history-meldng

and it will be our privilege to teke a part in it. As far as

T




poasible, I have prepared the sculs of the men for any even=
tuality by Mass, Confecsion, and Communion. The oils are in
the Chart Room and I've left instructicas bto be ealled te any
lad., Mey I never have to be eallad]

The wezther is beyond all cur hopes, sky studded with
sters, water calm (our grestest boon - the lack of o pounddins
surf will save us o thousand lives). The chip scttles to a snonky
quictness, following the grand old NEW YCRK, and astorn of us
the transports and bup; near us the destrover sercen alipping
along neiselesely through the black Afrienn night, Below decks
‘are hundreds of men bo whom I must be cars, and most especially
eyes. At this post I have sa unbroken vision - & fifty—yard-
line view of the whole action scon to take place,

By 2230 lights cre beginning to appear - our first
land sinee two weeks azo., A pood omen these lights - perhape
they dou't expeeb us, Then moving 1ights - slips, none of
which (fortunately for then) intorecpt us. Closer and clesor
we come in - this is like somecthing one reads about. At a
distenee of seven or eight miles is Safi - slumbering. e have
every rancuver so carcfully planned; eovery possible shiore bat-
tery spotted. The Cole and Bernadou, with their daring volun-
beers, are to gneak in end tie up alongside the doeks to pravent
szhotage., The Transports start discabarking troops inte the
landing boats at 2200, to mencuver for the assaull and meke

landings on the different beuches by 0430.




This is really & spot oven Winchell would enwvy me.

Boy, am I nervous! My attempt to doze is interrupted by the
word that we are 211 lined up, each ship in the area cesipned
it, After convoying this armeds four thousand wiles, zigzagging
and twlsting, we have set those ships dowm cxactly in the spot
determinad on, without losing o single ship, much less a man,
Tha lonr wait frem 2300 to C4L15, when the fireworka wovld begin
is something I'11l ncver forget. The broadeast at fifteen minute

intervels of everybhing pnesible be see - the sky, shins, phospheres-

light of the Skipper tboubt the weathelr...eveeeesniir, Hoosevelt'ls
plea to the French, and Gencral Elsenhower's direetions if the
French wish to surrender. Vhat a nightl

WHM Hour of "DM Doy - 0415, 8 November 1942 - the Cele and
the Bernadou must be on thelr way. At 0455 o light flashes - thon
tracer bullets shoot out toward us = this keeps up for o while. We
Join in with our turrets booming ont., Starshalls shoobt cul boward
us = hang like huge charndeliers in the skiss, so bright I can see
every menle face clearly. Enemy shells seen to {loat cut tovnrd us,
hang l22ily in the sky and drop miles short. Meost of our sslvos are
from the sturbeoard side. A huge fire breaks out a mile to port and
oy heart sinks as ths rews 1g sent us by a desbreyer that the DIX has
been torpedeed. This report, howover, is scon corrected. OCne of her
landing boats took firc - a preat reliei — no lives lost, but a good

display of firewcrks as heat explodes amuuniticn che wos carrying.




How glad I am that I can correct that first report, uspecially for
the 1ads in tho engine roons! But, inmediately comes the report that
the COLE and the BFERNADOU missed the dock and ran aground. Both did,
but were so built that they could extricate themselves, whieh thoy
did, .seizing the valuable docks ond then taking over tho ships with-
in the brealwater, losing not a men. By now it's dawm - the fight-
ing and firing have all consed,

At npproximately 0730, their H gsest shors battery cpens up
on the NEW YORK, about & mile shead of us. The NE'Y YORK booms back
with her bip puns beleching flame and yellowish snmoke, Seems bo be in
very close, tco close — she must be leas than {ive miles oif shecre,
but she surely is laying her egegs right up near the coastal babbtery.
They've straddicd her, and she's picking up her 1914 skirts, making
a 1809 turn, and telling us to pgo to work on it. Petc Coughlin, one
of our avistors, is spotting for us, and on the third salvo, the
PHILLY ailconces those guns,

About two Q'clock that afterncon, Licubenant John Mishanee,
amother of our aviators, discovers a hesvily camcuflaged battery
which has been shelling cur ships in the brezkwaber and the General
asks us to knoek it cut., Salvos from cur main battery silence thie
battery, and the job is finished by four dive-bombers from the
S/ANTEE, At the fourth n:.- £ifth dive they blew up ~n ammunition
dump with & fino burst of flaugc,

There it is — our first battle — our first renlization that
neople would fire back at us, actunlly try te ki1l us. And you ask

were wo & bit nervous! We did a litble mopping up for the nexb few




days, silencing the remnants of coastal opposition; nct that there
was much. When I tell you that we were firing inte the outekirts of
Safi on Sunday, and buying souvenirs in its markets on the follovdng
Friday, you can sce it wes not cxactly a seeond Jutland. But, notn-
theless, we did fael a bit cocky, 2 bit surer of ourselves. We felt
we had been blooded. Captain Hendren hed teld us to "ma.lr Yike
lions", and we felt we had at lenst piven a fair imitation of a cub
brying out his lorymx. Briefly, we had boeome, in a fow hours,
veterans. The FHILADFLPIIA had her first campaign star,

And 8o we returned to the States, leaving Safi,” Friday,
13 Nevember 1942, sniling through the Warrows on *I'll.:‘l":.kﬂ_r'."i‘?i.t‘lg Eve,
and a cold eve at that. e have been one lucky ship to Be home for
Thanksgiving three years, W2, '43, and now "44. It wms only a
short stay in the Yard., Como December 10th » We were escorbing a
convoy to Casablanca, We'll never forget arriving at Cassblanea
on Christmas Eve -~ the earol singing in the henger, the rod alert
ab midndght, holding up the midnicht Hass till 0130. We had trecs
decorated herc and there throushout the ship, and Christras carols
over the P.A. all Christmas Day. In a few deys we wers racing back
to New York Lhrough prewling submarincs and enjoying the thrill of
a positive "kill" by one of cur sersening c‘.eFtrn;rers,

J;,:'a.ln the stay in Brecldyn was just encugh to got ready
. for another trek to Casablanca, but being a har_d:,r crew, we were
able to put up with the harsh rigors of New York life, Ah, them

werc the days - five weeks away and two wecks in the Yard!l
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Vhen we returned to lHew Yorl, late in February, the siip
was given a faeca litting ond slterations which beded big deings
ahead. On leaviag the yard we packed an A.h. wellop weld negd
verr much in the days Lo be, All in all, we were a very sodsrn—
ized job compared to what we'd been a year beferc,

Now cawe & lonr period of training in the Chassapeake —
and it was mnch meeded, what with new gsuns, new men, now plans,
\e had cvery type of test firing poseible, The day was rare
when we didn't assault Elie ether with cur booming, Then daviizht
failed, we kept right on through the night, fighting off iraginary
torpedo planes, "EY boats, and a host of foncied foes. You had
to be Ain awinl duebbiall not to realize that we were moving into
big leagus pitehing, but scon. O8o it was no great surprise when
we found cursclves as part of a wast Task Forea moving esstward
through the Streits ot Gibraltar bo anchor at lLers-el-Kebir the
last week in Juns, 1943, Therq wa steyad till § July with a few
dayas and nights out for morc practice off Argzetr,

£ On July lst and 2nd, wo were buticned up, ship sealed, and
that was that. On the mornirg of 5 July we moved out in stately
procession from bera=ci~Kebir, The big show was on the road, and
v Tinally knew our target was not Greece, nor Sardinia, nor
Southern France, 'fe werc heading for Sicily = tho Ackilles heel
of the Itelian heal, and I do mcan "Benito the Bum",

Dur ship was a unit in a powerful Task Force consisting
of light crulsers and dastroyers. & had the job of intervening
between any enemy surface Task Foree, and hundreds of amphibious
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craft then procneding in a parallel diraction a.lnnl,f, the African
coast, wust imagine us as fast blocidng Lacks, equippad to run
interference and bowl over opposing exds and backs as they chargsd
in for the backls, end you-hawve the nicturc. OSbrargely onough, we
proceaded unoclested, ewen bhough ve knew wa were being shadowed by
scouting rlanes from Sardiniz., Naybe we looked rough and tough,
but whatever was the I‘EEEGH; we were let seveoraly zloric,

You all know eithor by setual expericace cr neersar what
tock place from than on = bhe storm which threatenod bto ruin the
invasion, wet calmed down shortly before MU' hour, the storming
ashore et Scoglotti, the unbelisvably feohblo oppositicon, and the
relief of all lands thet ths first and moat hazardons phasc was
histiory = suscessinl hishbory,

What a bitter blow it »gs to all of us whoen Lienlcnent
Commander Stephonson and Avieticn Radiowan Douglas Pearson were
Jumped by two lots and shot dovn in [lases, Hany of you saw
that ha::-pwn; and the worat part of ‘it was the feeling of holp=
lessncesss It all happeped beyond the range of our A.A. battery,
Then there wos that day at Perbto Zapadecle when we fired a thou=

sand rounts intd the aavbor srea = thc printing of the ulbimatum

leaflzte to ths torn = YSurrooder or be destroyed" = the scattore
ing of e Ty owr 3)0%s, and how those leaflats were picked up
by the - iepncilils Rangerse As comedy relief, 'remcaber how we

christencsd the BROOKIYN "YidS-40" (and how thoy potb swect ro=
venge & yoar later calling us the M"CO=41"); don't farget
Licubtcnant Eough_lin rounding up harless Italian scldiers hither
and yon from a height of 500 feet, all the while singing, "I'm

a Lone Cowsland" over tihc radio,
T




After Porto Empedocle the boys were ready Tor a look=-sec at
Algiers; our first liberty in almost a month of eonstant aiarums and
and excursions, of Geacral Quarters all too often, interrupted sleoep
énd a dict of sandwiches and coffec, By this time, Goneral "Two-Gun"
Patton had moved his army across Siclly to Palorme with all the speed
he cculd sgueeze from his tanks. He necded support as he svung cast
from eapturcd Palermo, heading for Hessina along Lh; rnorth coast of
Sicily.

It was our job to furnish thst help. So it was that for
three wecks in August we acted as General Patton's heavy, bub very
mobile, artillery. e'd shoot up bridges to delar the Cermans ree
treating toward Messina, 'fe aided "leap frog! mnvemunta; ehased
phantom Italian c;uiscrs, knocked dovnsplanecs ilying a fow feet ovor
our mﬂinmast; tangled vith coastal gunncra whe lnew their business,
professionals who landed shells tloso eénqgh to pit our sgperatruc—
ture with fragments, and give a fow lads the Purple Hﬁart.

e fired by day, and returncd nightly to Palerme for what was
jokingly called a respite, Came the daily pre-&ﬂwn flares, bombs and
out of the harber wo skedaddle. It was during one of these raids
when we werc firing every AJA. gun we had{ with an ear splitting
racket bhat Coxswain Grainger bellowed out his immortal , "Remembar;
Chaplain, thers are but 140 days to Christmasin" Buk finally, Gencral
Patton bomled inte Messina and the Sieilian Campaign was over,

Came the return to Algicns with a few days of rest and ro-
creation; cleaning, repairing and readyiﬁg. Then on to Mers-el-
Kebir and the tircsome wait of those first few days of September,
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Ou the morning of Septembur 5th, we were enroute to enothor
rendezyvous to finish some unfinlsned busingss, Ofr Bilzorte we Roow
t‘r;ht U t‘aarlsgu't. was Salernc, whouse Lloody beaches will not scon
fade from our memorr, War in the actucl waging 1s a pratty coti=
fused business unless youlre on the inside, We had 10 do just ono
Job = keop the Avry from being shoved back into the sou whence it.
ned campe SO0 we whdippad up and dowis ol bie buaen, Bloatine tunks,
destroying comcentrations of artillory and refusing to let ottaclks=
ing pln.ﬁe:-a drive us out of rangc.

: ¥ie wore a bit proud of tihe way we werc aingled vut for
special attention, Soaetines the attenticn wes tuo apeeial ns for
instance the terrible Seturday forencon when our sister=shiip, toe
Eﬂ."ﬁ'&-’l‘iﬁﬂ, received o bullls eye redlo-controlied bumb square
through her pusber throe turrct, & fow sceords later wa felb our
own ship being lifted high then drop buck into the water, Auctier
bomb had missed us be a few feet. This was speclal sbtention}

They were tense and exciting days at Salerno, but we bl
our light mumenﬁs, also, Maybe you reeall the nare of the lad who
got off that priceless remark 2t an unusually tense wmoment, I
never knew him, but I did hear him, We wore on the double to
General Quartsrs, there was a juueup on the ladder, and when the
buglerts Cenernl Quarters erll had eeasad titls 1ad broke the sile
ence by yodelling, "And the noxt dtone of tie bugle you lear,
will be Gabrdaltsi®

Perhaps we bore you with the stories of Salornce Forgive

us if we do, but it's sometiing to have been there, No other
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battle experience we've been through can touch it for danger and
the ineredible tesk our pung performed. This we lknow that the Armgy
was not shoved back into the sea, But all good things must come

£ an end and we departed from Salerno with pride in a job well
done =~ finishod = peériod,

Permit me to pass over lightly the next fow months -- the
drydock at Gibraltar - fratornization with the H,k.S. UGANDA, ex—
ploring of the Rock - the Ropal Jeots piping and dancing - the
boxing whera we "was robbed" (ineldentslly {ihe one time our boxing
team evor lost s moteh in threo yuars).

Gibraltar, wiere our sincerely lowved and aduired Skipper,
Captain Hendren, was rolicved of his command due to 111 health,

It is given to very few men to conmard such adniration, loyulty
ar;:td affeetion. We can newver forget so truly gifted a leader,
Commander Crosby, our Biscutive Officer, Lecaws Captain pro tem,
pending the arrival of cur prescnt sikipper, Capbain Walter Ansel,
who arrived soon afber we put in at Orau,

In a few days the word was whiaplm'cd about tiat thoe PHILA-
DELPHIA was soon to head back home and [or once the scuttlebutt
was right, (Personally I got‘ tiic news from Pollc,' ong of bhe
Stewnrdls Mates, who whispered he had it straight Jfrom Hines.
VWher: Hines got it frow is a military scerct),

Thanksgiving Eve of 1943 and we woré agaln looking at the
lights of New York as we sailed up the bay, We had hit the jack-
pot with six wecks ahead of us, Just enough to straddle the heli-

days comfortably, This time we knew we had deserved = break after

that shootingest summer and fall,.
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January 6, 1944, and we were on our way with a host of new
faces, and improvements from stem to stern - too numerous for tals
brief history, With Captain Ansel as Skipper and Commander Gesen
as Executive Officer, with a change in many key positiona, we knew
we were 4 ingeh altered ships

Our old training grounds, the Chesapeake Day welcomed us
for two weeks and we put in some intensive preparaticns for another
Mediterrancan campaigni This was onc time when all of us felt in
our bones that ow destiny still lay in the Hediterragean and our
bones didn't deceive us,.

By the end of January, we had made a swift crossing of the
Ahlantic; put in onee more at Mers—cl-Kebir and wore rsady for nc-
ticn, It came soun cnough, The Anclo beachhcad neesded every bit
of holp it could get, not to advancu, but cven to heold its own,
The BROOKLYN, tosmother with a British squadron of eruiscrs, had
been on the firing line since "M Day, 22 January 19.@!;; and we
were a welcome rclief, .

Shore bombardment became the order of the day, as we
turned to with fire support whenevaer it was needed. Alr attacks
werc practically non-cxistent, but long rangs Gorman guns did thelr
best to reach us in retaliation. When they fell short salve after
salvo, they turncd their attention to smoke-sereening duatruyﬂrs;
to douglity minesweopers, to the IST's supplying our beleagured
troops, The Bay of Naples sheltered us at night - the word !ashel-

tered! being a slight overstatement, What with German flares and
bombs, with circling torpcdoes and Vesuvius threatening to blow its

top, you might question the adequacy of the word gheltored.
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Fer rccreation we were able to squeeze in trips through the
ruins of Pompeii, to smatch a few hours ashore in battered Naples,
It was our very fine fortune to be present when Vesuvius put on dis-
play a braud of nature's own pyrotechnics dwarfing mere man-made
fire, We were so closo to the falling cinders that the ship was
blanketed with the fine soft lava dust, We were wecks climinating
the stuff,

Easter was spent in Mers-el-Kebir and we even darcd to hold
& dance on main deck aft with Oran belles as guests, Perhaps a
veil of merciful silence should be drawn over this gay episode.

Some say a vell should have been drawn over the belles, too, But
it served to break the monotony and give us something to joke about,

Palermo was a mighty welcome break, what with baseball, box-
ing, a hypnotisi who amazed the more gullible and puzzled cven the
most skeptical. The whole port had improved vastly in its recrea-
tional facilities, both for officers and enlisted pursonnel, and we
owe 1t a vote of thanks for its generous assistance,

Naples was cur next port of call with a short stay in the
bay while the bFiafing was in process, Underway daily for the fire
gupport arve off Gaeta where the enemy was stubbornly frustrating
all attempts at dislodgement, It was near here, off Formia to be
exact that @ had engeged in an argument with shore batteries two
months Zrevious, We came off second best, Those fellows kept
walking “halr shots up on us, and when the shells whistled over-
head erd spleshed to seaward of our only swept channel, we had to
pick vp cur marbles,
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On May 23rd, while steaming in company with screening dese
troyers enrpute to firing azrea off Anzio, we had the bitter misfopre
tuna to collide with one of the DD'a, It's one of those things weld
rather not talk sbout = you understand, The material dauage to ouy
bow was heav:.: and we were definitely out of the war for two montha,

Crippled and low in spirits, we limped into Malta dockyard =
there to remain while the grect work of repalr weni on. Beyomd all
doubt, if we had to remain in a MNediterransan dockyard, Maltu was
the palce, Botn Britlsh and Maltese went oul of their way to nake
us feel at’huma. Jake's Place was revived for the thirsty, Club
L1 created, 4th of July fleld day wibh much baen for parched
throats, the band in constant demand, dances at Rockyvale, Dragon-
ara, Maraa; Regent, Sightsceing and svwimning at Chain Tuffiea,
concerts and Ens: shows aboard, the victory over H.i.3, VINDICTIVE
with our boxers avenglug the "Gib" setbacke.

On Memorial Day we held Services at Royal Naval Cemetery
for the SAVANNAH'= dead who Tﬁm buried there,

And all the time the C & R department wes driving itself
to finish the bow, working under het sun and llgkting up the lialta
night with their welding torches, The mementous 1hth of July,
when the upper seetlon of our smashed bow was successfully straight-
ened, passed, and we bagan to look healthy once againe

.With the elosing days of July, we were waterborne once more,
ready ro-r sea, and ready for battle, or we would be once sur test
firing was completed, This we held for a few days withfn sight of
Malta and on 1 August, we were underway for Palﬁm::. fie ship was
reoady, crew rested, all well with th2 world,
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At Palermo, we spent the day taking on fuel, ammunition,
and stores, and noted tne concent.ration of U.8. fighting ships.
The TUSCALOOCA, WARBLIHEAD, BROOKLYN, plus other units of the
U.5. Fleet. You could hear the wise gscuttlebutt at work wherever
you listened with the usual what, when, how, where ard why,

ter that gquick wvisit to Palermo, we again passed through
the Straits of lkessinz enroute to Tarante, There we lay at anchor
surrounded by the unuistakable signs of aaphibious invasioi - BB's
fresh from the [Hormandy invasion, assault transports loaded with
troops, eruisers, destroyers, and numperless small craft, Uk were
not left in ipgnorance for long,

Un Friday, 11 August, shortly before getting underway, all
hands were assembled main deck aft and thoroughly briefed in the
where, when, how, what and why. The campaign was clarified with
pointer and map till every last man had a clear picture of whst
to expect, and where to expect it.

Briefly we weres part of a Task Force larger in size than
that which had foreced the landings in Nermandy, Essentially our
function was identiecal with that of previcus operations at Bafi,
Scoglitti, and Salerno, ile were to take under fire designated
targets, destroy them and proceed to the destruction of targets
of opportunity. Our gunfire was to protect and cover landings
at St, Tropez and you know the rest of the story., The feeble
opposition, the successful landings, the stubbornness of MK-20"
that huge naval sun at Toulon, which hampered eur naval move—

ments and balled an early opening of the port.
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As far as air attacks were concerned, we had nore., The ous
melanchely note in the symshony of success was the grieveus less of
Lieutcnant Cahill and Aviation Radioman Ryans. Last seen plusmetbing
down in flames on Giens Peninsula, we later discovered the scene of
the wrecked plane. ZRyan's body was discovered same five weeks later
and reversntly interred in the cemetery at Toulon., & militery fun-
eral service was held at his grave abt the wery first oprortunity,
Licutenant Cahill is atill listed as missing. uay their gallant
souls rest in peacel .

Neo 'Philadelphis Stery! would 'b-..'. complete did it not ine
elude the Surrender of the FPortress Islands off larseille, The
German garrison defending these islarnds would suwirender to none
other than American Forces, Our Sxipper with a forcve of marines
from the PHIIADSITHETA and !.I_I[_}USTA landed in the amall hdrbor of
Fricul between the Islands of Hatonrneau and Pomegues to recelve
the surrender of the besisged Germans, Besides these two Islavds
there was the third -« Chateau D'If of Comte de Montecristo fame,
The bag of prisoners was in the neighbornood of cigiht hundred and
fifty and with negotiations completed, the first phasz of Opera-
tion DRAGOON came to an end,

Septeuwber, 1944, found us at ancoor in the Gudf of St.
Tropez, buffetted alternately by high Kistral and larin breezes.

In mid September, we steamed into the harbor of Toulon a3 U, S,
Haval representative in the cel&hra.tiﬁn of the return of the French
Fleet to its home port, It was a scurce of pride and satisfaction
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to see a landing force of PHILADELPMIA bluejackets anti lizrines lead
the victory parade through the.principal avenue of Toulon with
licutenant Edwards end Licutenant Sehlichte in ccomand,

The latter days of September wers enlivensd by the prasencs
of Cerman prisoners captured in nearoy waters and brought aboard
for interrogation, For the majeriily of us 1t uas n:ﬁr firet look
at the enemy., Before that he had been Target "Able! or M"3aluph -
a part of & sgun, tunk, plane to ba Guetroyod,

The lion's sharz cf cradit for actunl Septerbuer combat
goes to our aimren who rangad up amd ctevn along the fewed Hive
jera, spying cut and apotting targets for sur dectroyers. Day
after day they reported back ahosrd with a good day's damase
done to the enemys Wer did thuy lavs a lelsurely moneat then-
selves, at Flak rose up teo mest them whensver thay got in rangs, e

In the sarly part of Qetober, Rear idmiral Davidsoi,

U, 5. Kavy, who had made tho PHILADULFHTA his fiagsidp fer the
better part of three yeare was detrened; nut a man oul repgrot-
ted his degarture, Comdining in himself a Cermveratic father-
liness with unyielding agrassivcna.lzs ke had bgan an inapiration
to those who agrved undsr him,

It was cur very scod fortuns to return to lNeples on 11
October, remsining thure long unough to make trips Lo Lome,

By truck and carrireall, some of us made the pilgrimage to the
Holy City, rubbdruecking for an all too brief twenty-tuo hours,
For many it was the high smot of cur Mediterpancan dety, =od
came Just at the right time - for our tour of duty in these

historic waters waes coming to & repid finis,
L
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Soon we were at Oran for a stopover before the long
journey homes The rest you must supply yourselves; for the
rest is the future, No [iner closing to our Mediterranean
duty and te this brief hkistory could be chioscn than the
historic sentence addrossed to us by Vice-pdmiral Hewitt,
Commandocr Naval Forces, Nertn Africen Vaters, in nis farce
well messagc:

"0l YOUR DETARTURE FROW THIS THEATER I COULD WISH
YOU NO GRIATEH SUCCEISES FOR THI FUTURE THAW TO EQUAL THE

OUTSTANDING RICORD ESTABLISHD BY YOU IN THISE UATERS X",

Compiled by: 4

Cheplain D, J, BURKE,
Lieut, Comdr, (ChC), U.S.H.R,




