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i recelved. Planes were identified as hestile by Sky Centrel who was on target

8 te 12:

(Cent'd). fremes 110 and 116 (abeam of starbeard catapult ). Heavy exple-
sion shook ship, One man was thrown everbeard STOKLOSA, C.A., 81/c’ (622~73=-08)
USNR. Numerous men on tep side were injured by flying fragments ef steesl. Ship
was underway at this time, Persennel on tep side reperted thatithey had seen a
P-38 ever the ship and suddenly frem an altitude of abeut 15,000 they had seen
this plane (or glider bemb) ceme hurtling down. It ceme dewn very quickly and
at the end of its descent was travelling at an estimeted 40O miles per heur. £11 |
persons interviewed stated that prectically ne wings er very shert wings only
ecould be seen. The follewing damage resulted after the glider bemb had struck
¢lese te the ship. (a) Steering contrel te bridge lest; restored at 0943. (b)
In compartment D-406-L, deck on starbeerd side was bueckled: slightly. Lengitudinal
bulkhead frames 113 te 118 slightly buckled. (¢) Slew lesk in gtarbeard sharft
alley; net excessive. (d) Starbeard catapult damaged; in coemmissien later during
the day. (e) Small hele in hangar hatch cever. (f) After gyroscepe damaged;
beyond immedliate repair. 0941 One man recovered by whalebeat. Aheasd 20 knets.
Word had just been received on the bridge from seurce that bomb was falling
towards ship. 0942 U,S.S, SAVANNAH received bemb hit in Turret ITI, fire in the
vielnity., 0943 Central Statien reperted that beth cables to steerimg contrel en
the bridge had been lest. Opened fire with 5". Very clese but ne Bits neted.
Picked up by JL. Steering centrel returned te bridge. 0948 Changed spsed to 5
knets. 0951 Changed speed te 10 knets. 0956 General Quarters; changed speed te
5 knets. Inspectien of ship by Lieut. (jg) Kelly revealed ne serious damage and
was same as reperted, Radie II was put out ef ecemmission but placed in : ;
commissien abeut a half hour later. Damasge in Radie IT consisted of (transmitters
put eut), TAJ - blown fuzes, TBEE-1l blewn fuzeg and overload relay, TBK-2 blewn
fuzes and everlead relay; 1 antenna lead trunk broken in twe by the shoek.

1008 Observed explosien abeard U,S.S, SAVANNAH in ares of Turret III, bearing
005° , range 4000 yards. 101LLHSAVANNAH reported one bemb hit ferward and all
power ferward wasyoutferward. Neted that the SAVANNAH was dewn very deep by the
bow. She eommsnoe& listing te port. Smeke still could be seen up forward. 1027
Meking preparatiens for sending a boat with submersible pumps te the SAVANNAR.
1035 Ceased evasive maneuvers, set oeurse 089°(T), beth engines stepped. U.3.8.
ANCON reperted enemy planes had left area. Getting reasdy te aﬁream’paravamas." :
1051 U,8.8. PLUNKETT drepped whalebeat which capsized at abeut 350%R), distence
1600 yards. 1055 Secured frem conditien "ABLE". Ship still in cenditien IT en

all A.A. batteries, condition III set en ell ether stations. Ordered all
Dlvision efficers te hold sight muster of men in their divisiens - all men
present and accounted fer. NO ABSENTEES. 110l Set cendition "BAKER"™ plus 110
Changed speed te 10 knets., 1111 Stopped engines, secured from General Guarters:
set conditien II on A.A. battery, Leskout and Radar statiens. Sent Repair Party
consisting ef Lieut.(Jg) Kelly, TINKER,W.L. CCM{AA); SLATTERY, D.D. GSF(PA);
JETT, L.D, SF2¢; LUSK, S.0. SFlc;GIDEON, G.E. 8Flc; and TRIPP, R, EM2c¢c, with
repair equipment te U.S.S. SAVANNAH te render agsistance if needed. 1120
STOKLOSA, C.A. Sle, was returned te ship after being picked up by ships #2 MWB.
1125 Repair party that was sent te U,S.8. SAVANNAH returned %6 ship, assistance
not required. 1138 JL loekouts reported twe planss bearing 350  (R), elevatien

. angle 10, alerted all batteries. Ne previeus report of theseé: plaenes had been

soon after getting the word. 1139 Changed speed %o 10 knatsB cenmmenced evasive
maneuvers. Loekouts reperted twe planes (enemy} bearing 005 “(R), plenes clesing
rapidly,elevation angle still 10. 1140 Changed speed te 15 knots, changed course |
25 left rudder in srger to give Contrel a goed set-up fer firing all batteries

at planes. 11,42 Cemmenced firing at ene enemy plane. 1llhh Changed course 25

right rudder. 1145 Changed speed'te 10 knets, ce%sed firing, ettack driven eff.
1148 Changed speed to 5 knets, set ceurse to 030 (T): 1150 Changed ceurse te
- 0407(T). 1153 Large greup ef unidentified planes bearing 215%(T), distance 12 te
15 miles., 1155 Changed ceurse Jleft standerd rudder in erder te put batteries in |
ling Tor cencentrated fire agalnst clesing plenes., 1156 xBB} Hestile ailrcraft
24,0°(T), 15 miles , preceeding west. 1158 TBS: 3 FWs 340°(T), 30 miles hesding
west. 1159 Unidentified planes bearing 1407 (T), range 12 miles. NOTHE: The :
following ammunitien was expended on Sept. 11,1943 prier to_osoo.far.repelltng
enemy aircraft: 163 Ctgs. 5"/25 SPDF 2675, A.A. L&F; 1 Ctg. 5%/25 SPD 2526 A.
| 1&F; 550 rounds LOMM L&F; 1839 reunds 20MM L&F. NOTE: Repert eof eyt
3 on., The belew named men were treated in the Sic] nd

e e




