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Neples, Italy MONDAY 15 May, 1944

LUFJAFFE'S NAPLES RAID Ll Fs ILITTLE NEiist
The only mention made of the early Sunday morning
Lufwarrfe raid on Naples in today's Allied air communique for
Italy was, "Harly Sunday morning, & score of enemy planes staged
& raid on llaples, Beaufighters accounted for thrce of them,"
Well north of the Italian battlefields right, toward.
the German frontler, General Eaker's bombers are keeping up
thelir round the clock bomings of Kesselring's vital rail links,
Allied attacks continued all through Saturday and into the night
agalnat rail communications of Central and Northern Italiys
In the day and a'night aliied assault, the most northerly target
was Brenner Pass, & daylight objective of Flying Fortressea,
They attacked the Avisio viaduct, which ecarried the line over
Avislo, a tributary of the adigey thirty miles south of Bolzano.
: Several hits were scored and a preliminary examifnation
indicates that seventy feet of the viamduet were blown up,
effectively bloeking all through rail trarffic over the PaBS.
chner is the main channel for the flow of supplies from
Germany to Italy, Another vital road and rail bridze further
South across the tributary of the Targo River, on the line from
coerla to Parma, was severely bombed in a lowlevel attack by
Wellingtons, The bombers came down to threchundred feet and hige
ticlr tarpget with fourthousand pound blockbusters, Over the
battleriecld, Mustangs and Iiittyhawks attacked gun positions and
Spltfires have been playing their part in the gemeral plan of
the campaign, Late Saturday evening, they intercepted six R-boata
= modcrate sized troop earriers - filled with troops and aupplics
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~ATLIED OFFENSIVE IN TTALY ROLLS ON: o e i

ALLIED ADVANCED EEaJd UuRTERS, ITALY === The first dents
have been.punched in the Gustav Line by General alexandcr's armiea,
Attacking from the front, the center of the Liri Vallcy in the
face of the strongest possible German dcfcnses, British and Indian
troops have pushed forward a mile. From their narrow fourmile
lonz bridgchead on the west bank of the Lapide iiver, they have
reached the village of Panaccloni, Fiench treops of the Fifth
army thrusting steadily forward across the mountains in the upper
Guarigliano sector have captured Momte linjo, which gives them
dominating observation over the ausente Valley. The French have
also wrcsted from the stubbornly reasisting Germans of the 7.8t
Division at least five more 1ill featuies, To thc Freneh have
elsc rallen three towns including Castelfortc, which has bcen
the principal German stronghold in the Garigliuno arcas They
capturéd about twobundred! prioners, On the lelt flank of the
Frcach, American troops are lockcd in bitter fighting with thc
German 94th infartry diviaion, Fighting is in progress in the
township of Santa karia InTante, .and the nearby town of Tamc,
which has changed hande threc times in 4 few hours, Tame was
captured carly on Iriday shortly after the ofrcnsive opened, bub
was retaken by the Germans. In the daylight the Amecricans torew
them out pagain, American tanks are cperating throughout thc
Garigliano scetors Some went into Cagtelforite with Freoch troopSe

Solaccianc ridge, south of Santa baria, is now rirmly
held by Amcricang and from it they launched an attuck yesterday
rorning towards Cave Dnrgillo, This objective is5 a nile long

~road runing north through the Austeni Valley. _some of _the |
ficrecst fighting on the whole battle line is in progress abovc
Cassino. Here, Cassino hardend German parachutists havc thrown
in at least five rapid counter attacks against Eighth army mcn
holding the ridges This mountain battle is proceeding well west
of Cassino - about halfway towards Piedimontc, which is reputed
to be the upper anchor of Adelf Iitler's line. But, 1t 1s at
lcast a mile and a half north of the Rpme road and thus far it
offera no immcdiate threat of cutting off the Cassino garrison.
Gerran Tesiatance from the main Gustav line continues to be
sipans,. Progress here is slow and torturous with barbed wire
are mincilelds as inercesing bhazards - cunningly sited artillery,
‘phgtng and doztard are pumerous here, Tanxs and self
1ed puns wers cashed acress the Rapido in the garly hoursa
v and are in accisn brylng to foree a breakthrough
0 e vnllsv, German infartiy and selfyropelled guns have
mnic determt.ed ecunter-cttocly frem strongholds in the Gustav
Lirg in 5 1ntemn. to arive 4lc Allles back to thc Rapido,
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Frotame hanohoan swereliely fifToe and cagunltiea are likely to
botrn hent soooss A1 Tann Yapader and tough” battlc in the
porniced gt the tgup of the velicy. In Sciurday's firak armorcd
aondnt. Tae (eomend Nare drdyen back.cvery time-to these lines
1 S T O v 5T tucir scifpropeiled guns and tanks were
ceoowed cnns  tniwen sappers bullt two of the bridges across,
Vinea Lriat pna osbterial ig svrzaming into the bridhead. Boals®
vee 2kl T Seine ueed £n heln swneod the flow of men and naterlal,
ddeng Tlo hrlioszavad scetor boiow Casslino, the Rapido 1a fast-
Tlowing -nd mriordable, L% 18 hetween three mnd nine fetd
deep, Uath barha betwoon cwe nod oine feet migh and varics in
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Wiy A RTernons, atgbhta army nen had pushed acrosd a
mos g WG sihe poralnel nof siusrlyelboloniass wngelo and the
boldessopa ir stoateily Soing widzneds India p sPoops neve
Ofuanial manbte o Hun’ iwm 15 Lownship and elscihere mopping up
of cunll Sacir paetles aynioried throughout Yruterdaye
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Some Germans hid "Cassino fashion'" in cellars and tunnels
and had to be takcn out by street fighting sguads with small arms
— firc aRd hand grcnades, 1n Castelforte, which fell on Friday .
night, the Prench took cightycight prisoners, Other towns taken
<~ by the French yesterday werc Cerasola and Firafano - the Iatter
with onchundred priseoncrss German units again countecrattacking at
lMontc Faito, ran into artillery fire lald down in preparation
for an attuek on hon ? Feuei, wheih fell together with Lionte
Crisano to the west of Falto by 1100 Hours yesterday (Saturday)
norning, The most important of thec French vigtorics, was the .
capture of lofty Monte lajo = which was accomplishced in ninety
ninutcse

A0TIVITY SEELS LIGHT IH-PAGIETGI

: ALLIED HEADGUARTERS, SOUTHWEST PACIFIC ~=- Today's
General MacArthur conmunique Says: Penfocl and Doeroc nave
been bombed heavily and many fircs started, Damage was donc
$n a acrdromc on Naalea, from which fircs werc visible for
sixty miles. In thc northeastern scetor, including Duteh
Wcow . Guinca and the Schouten Islands, aerial gctivity Was mmine
taincd. In Holla ndia = altalpe area, patrols arc nopring

up many Japancsc basc supply troops, who fled iniand in the
face of pur landings, which killed a further 101 of the cncny and
cAptured 30, brisging the total Japsnose casualties to

2,070, cooprising 365 cuptured and the remainder killcd,

RUSSI.N EASTERN FRONT ALPPROACHEZS CRUCLAL FPhluoil:
The possible shortagc of tanks is threatening Gernon
troops as the BEastern Front approachcs it!'s nest crucial phasce
Jhile the Soviect press continued on it's note of steady confidence
and dcelared "we have no doubt about fierce battles that are

in store! - reports from the front today ladicated taut the
Germans are showing inereasing caution in thelr usc off Arcor.
Germmn generals have been forced radically to revise fthese
tacties in face of these nuge tank losdges durlng the rcecnt
retreat, Berore throwing any censiderable artorcd foree into
battlc they try by cvery possiblc stratcgy to discover

the nature and hiding of Sovict anti-tank defenscse. German
heavy tanks appear nizhtly and open fire from o long distance
trying to tempt thc Soviet guiners into retaliation while small
zroups of light tanks cope raclig to closc the range and blaze
away with a similar objective, The Russian. reply ‘is aluways to
direct concenled Tire in such o way as to lead the Germang into
the moat disazdvantagous position for thems, The succcess of these
taotics can be judged by the fact that one Scovict artillery

unit with twelve guns rceeatly destroyed thirtyfive Gerian tanks
in cight minutes, an average of four to five shells being
rcquircd to put €.ch tank out of action.

Wad ALLIED OFFENSIVE 1l aSLAajs
KalNDY, CEYLON =--- A new Allled offenslvc has beell

lounched against the North Buran Japanesc bases at Koammning,

liogaung and liyitkyina, GChinese forces which storied a two

mile front with tanks, dive bombers and artillery, were succcssiul,

Lte Oche Joscph e Stilwcll‘s Headquarters announced toduje
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