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U.5.5, PHILADELPUIA

“e celebrate today on 17 levember 1514 the birthday
aof our ship — tiie azaniversary of her launching ei-ht years
ago here in the Philadelphia Favy Tard.

Ll

Cur Chaplain has recorded in the following pages, hor

progress through these yeéars. Ib has bean a highly succossiul
progress; 259,445 milcs of eruising bhat have reschod from
ddvay in the Tlest, to lalta in the Zast. It has includod an
txpenditure of sesc fourteen thousand rounds of six inech
ammunition, over nine thousand of them fired 2t the cocry.

dat, neither eruising nor shoobinz would have come aboub ex=
ccpt for thoe five thousand officers and sen vho havs served

in the ship, have smarmed her, and given her lifc and chorscteor,
It is in that bond of her life and cheracter mede from hard
wori, Lroubls, somc pain, somc plar, and not a little achinve=

meat, that we reloiecs tomsther today.
¥ s = 1

Fortuitously this jear's annivorsary coincides with our
return homo from ga eventlul vsar's acltion in thes distant iodit-
arrcncan., Ib becoacs, therofore, for us, a doublr hanoy occasion.

Por the many anniversaries bto coie, we wish our gallant

ship and all who serve in her the sanc good fortune that has
attanded us.
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.Tha ?-*crﬁing Orders for this day, 26 Octeober 1944, infors
all hands that the lnn; trick in the l2diterranean comes te a close
boday. They bell usJ hﬁab at 1630, Chief Boatswein Larsen will have
his Special Sea Detail fuwﬁ‘ to east off ell lines for lome sweat
home., If your imngination is very vivid, you might Le nble tc sece
the ship, herself, at 1700, strainins to port the lines, to get
pest the subrarine net and cut to the apen sea; for itfs MHoue,
Boys, Home" in a very Bpﬁﬂiﬂ way to all of us, as bhie U;S5.5, PHILA=
DELPHIA pushes her way beck to the place whers she was spawned, al-
most eight years argo to bhe day to the Philadelphia Navy Yard,

Seldom has any ship enjoyod thoe good luck to unite in one
happy chain of eoclncidences the bright rood forbune that we will
eijoy on thls homeward voyage. First, our course is Tiest, Jecend,
in a few days we will cclelirate our ship's birthdey. Third, with
any sort of luck, wc will celebrate cur ship's birthday in the
placc where she s built: and if you scarch the history of the
ship, you will find that she now returns to the United States after
one of the longest separations from her home shores., Mo wonder
that she will strain to get free, for she has an appointment with
destiny at the Yard where she eame into being., e have o date with
o hirtlir’.zwl

To a very few of us the pnges which follow will not be
necessary. Those very few are the twelve plaonk-owners who hoave
been with the ship from the first. They can narrate her histery

vith the ease of man who have been & part of thet history, Ask
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Chief Quartermaster Gravel, for instancc, where the ship went,
wnat she did thosc first fow months of infancy, and he'll say scre-
thing like this:

"I can recall pretty well when Captain Jules James, our
first Skipper, took the PHILADELFHIA on the "River Run" on 19
October 193Y. The river was the Delawars, and we wore heading
for the Atlantic to undergo some prelirminary trials at scs, Yes,
we were then scnt on a ghakedown eruise to the TVest Indies, and
I remenmber Prosident Patista of Cuba coming aboard for a visit to
see the ship., In those days we werc the very latest model in
cruisers, and I suess even the "Strong Man" of Cuba had = yen to
sge wnat we loolced like, Commander Davis was our Bxecutive Of-
ficer, and had us locking our best in glenming whitcs and gold
that glittered.®

That, Shipmntes, is an exanple of how a favored few kaow
the PHILADFLPITA; where it went, what it did, and 211 the ineidents
which go to make up the life history of a ship, For the many non-
plank owners we have o record of the ship's activities, compiled,
for the most part, with the aid of one man's tenacious memory -—-
the above mentioned Chief Cravel.

How, if you ask Chief Comnissary Stoward Tisdale to con-
tinue on from the 1937 West Indies Cruise, he'd tell you that the
ship rcturned to Philadelphia for a cheek-up before holding final
trial runs off Rockland, laine, in March of 132,

Chief Bitcon ("Swede", to you), would easily take it up
from there. He was arownwi when the big event happencd, Let him
tell iti—-



"Yes, sir, we went down to Charleston Navy Yard - iust
have boen about the end of April, '38, ~nd then the bip houor coms
to the PHILADTLPHIA. Prosident Hoosevelt eame aboard for a 'Presi-
dentirl Cruise', I remomber us mapninz the rail = all at attention
and "bugz~eycd!. It wos a great day for tie PHILLY when W hotded
for the West Indies with the President sboard, iHe brought aleng 2
lot of fine fishing tackle - had a speeial barge, eoxswain, und all,
But the first fish he ;uﬂkud neasured [rom head-to-tail abeut six
inchgs. Ho scuicd to snjoy the Joke more than anrone olse = excert
the poor fish, of coursc. Anyway, he laughed tiie loudest, and we .
sort of realized ho wos onc of ug.

Down arcund the Deminican Republiec we touched coral bot-
tom, and put a slight hole in our Sound Ruom, whiclh was then directly
bolow the nnchor windlass room. It wasn't serious encugh to intur=
rupt the trip, which took us through all the old time pirate hounts
of the Spanish lain., We teolk the President back to Charleston snd
went on ourselves to Fhilrdelphis to have the hols patched up.”

dr, Meiullen, who is still interceted in Guanery, will toll
you of that swwaer of '33 with the ship firing test shots in Lonr Ta-
land Sound. He took part in that cxercise - the first firing sinee
the uﬁ;misﬁianing ol the ship, He never rezlized then that the mnin
battery, one day, not too far distant, would be firing close to a
thousand rounds in # single day in the Sieilian fracas,

"ML that fall of '38, we spent in Chesapeske Bay, where
Short Range Battle Practice was held., With its firing tests con-

plcted, the ship loft cn a "Cood Will Tour” of thu West Tndics,
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