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From: J Commanding COfficer.
To : ommander in Chief, U.S. Fleet.
3ubject: arf Diary for the month of Iareh, 194L.

Znclosure: ctures of .il. VLQDJL‘S'in action.

1 to 6 iiarch

(a) 4nchored off FORT DMLL'OVQ, HAFLES, ITALY iun 34 Tathoms
of water with 130 fathoms ofi chain to port anchor on tie
following bearings: ICRT DELL'OVU 021°(T), DUCA D'A0STA LIGHT
064°(7), CARINE TO.WER 034°(T). PHILADHLPHIA, with U.5.8.
LANSDALY and U.3.5. ILARY P, JOlE5, operated as Task Group

$ (CTG 8l.8 in PIILADELPHIA). Task Group 8l.8 assigned to
Comuiander Cruiser Squadron 15 (Rear Admiral J.M. iansfield,
R.H. aboard I, l.5. ORIOW).

(b) Task Group &l.8 remained at short notice (1/z hour)
to proceed to fire suynolt area orf ALIZLO. o cgll recelved
for gunfire support during entire period.

7 to 10 liarchi

(a) At 0717294 underway frowm 1IAPLES, ITALY for ﬂﬁuu‘iu,
SICLILY screened by U.S.3. LANSDALEL and U.5.0. HILARY 2. JO0nS.
At 0807504 moored port side to *ettj Diga Foranea, th,cgo
Took on fuel ammunition and provisions. 1007594 departed from
GlL  with U.S.3. LAISDALE and U.S5.5. HILARY P.

s S as SCieﬁn proceeded to MATLL3, IUALY. 102729 anchored
off FPORT DELL'OVU, NAFLEIS in 41 fathoms of water with l;O
fathoms of chain to the port ancior. rassage Iroin NAFLES tO
PALAIYO and reburn was made in accordance with despatch orders
of Commander Cruiser Division Hight (CTw 86).

11 lazch

(a) 0115 Anti-aircraft batteries ashore coumrienced firing.
.0 btargets reported on radars aboard tuls vessel. U314 Combat
reported umi&entifini plane in the harbor area. 0315 Zeavy
gnti-aircraft fire in harbor area; splash in water bearing
090% (), distant 40 yards. 0318 Sounded General .uarters.
0320 Red alert reported over LIACLIC. 0324 Connmenced heaving
in chain. 0333-Condition “hite over A7Li3; heavy suoke screen
in harbor area as result of smoke pots used by shore and shlp
ppl;b. 0344 Securea from teneral Luarters. /
u_u.
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